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Tri Nguyen
Jayne Chu
Ben Olschner
Jakob Seyboth

The team has been gathered by Tri Nguyen 
who has a background in Architecture and 
Chemical Engineering. In addition to his 
education at Oklahoma State University, 
he has collaborated with architects from 
Skidmore, Owings, & Merrill, PLT Design, 
Elliot & Associate Architects, WDG 
Architects, Konyk, and Utopus Studio. His 
mentors during the conception of the Ha(y)
ven were Jayne Chu, Ben Olschner, and Jakob 
Seyboth.  As an artist, Jayne has a portfolio 
that includes works in oil paintings, film, 
literature, graphic design, and works in the 
nonprofit realm. As a masters graduate 
of Edinburgh University, Ben Olschner 
has been leading designs at Herzog & De 
Meuron, participating in freelance work with 
renderings and publishing, and been involved 
in educating young minds at the universities.  
Jakob Seyboth, a student of the masters 
program at ETH Zurich has collaborated 
with Herzog & De Meuron,  Atelier Jean 
Nouvel, Xpace, and Acebo x Alonso in 
designs and competitions; some of which 
have won awards.

The conception of the design proposal 
emerged from a simple organic material 
having a strong association and history with 
the winter season. Hay is commonly used 
both as feedstock and as a natural insulation 
in barns/stables where it is stored and 
increasingly more commonly specified on 
the innovative side of modern architecture. 
The warming hut’s basic building unit, the hay 
bale, is quite versatile since the advancement 
of recent balers to which blocks of different 
shapes, sizes, and densities can be produced.  
With the wide availability of the renewable 
resource and its low cost, the team made the 
conclusion that the vernacular material will 
allow a large iconic structure to be erected. 
With the aids of pins, wiring and netting, 
the proposal’s structural soundness can be 
easily achieved to function as a load bearing 
facility which can resist high-wind loads.  The 
tower will easily rise as a landmark along 
the Assiniboine River and provide a unique 
shelter for visitors with a breathtaking 
skylight.
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